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1. Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not 
so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.499, applicant is required, in reply to this action, to elect a 
single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 

Group I, claim(s) 1-6, 8-12 and 14-16, drawn to a nucleic acid molecule encoding a 
protein comprising the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID No. 2, a nucleic acid molecule 
comprising the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID No. 1 or a part thereof, and a nucleic acid 
molecule which hybridizes with the nucleic acid molecules set forth above, a vector containing 
said nucleic acid molecule, a host cell containing said vector, and a process for the preparation of 
a protein. 

Group II, claim(s) 7, drawn to a nucleic acid molecule which hybridizes with the nucleic 
acid molecule of claim 1 and is an oligonucleotide with a length of at least 15 nucleotides. 

Group III, claim(s) 13, drawn to a protein encoded by a nucleic acid molecule of claim 1 . 

Group IV, claim(s) 17-23, drawn to a process for generating a transgenic plant cell, a 
plant containing said transgenic plant cell, and propagation material of said plant. 

Group V, claim(s) 24-26, drawn to starch obtainable from the plant set forth above, and 
the use of the starch. 

2. The inventions listed as Groups I-V do not relate to a single general inventive concept 
under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special 
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technical features for the following reasons: The technical feature shared by groups I-V is the 
nucleic acid molecule in group I, i.e. a nucleic acid molecule encoding a protein comprising the 
amino acid sequence of SEQ ID No. 2, a nucleic acid molecule comprising the nucleotide 
sequence of SEQ ID No. 1 or a part thereof, or a nucleic acid molecule which hybridizes with the 
nucleic acid molecules set forth above. Block et al. (1996) discloses a Triticum aestivum soluble 
starch synthase cDNA sequence, GenEmbl Accession No. U48227, which is 100% identical to 
base 718 to 2271 of SEQ ID No. 1, and therefore contains a part of SEQ ID No. 1 and will 
hybridize to SEQ ID No. 1. Thus, no special technical feature is contributed over the prior art by 
the present application. An oligonucleotide can be used as a primer, however the nucleic acid 
molecule of claim 1 can be used to produce a protein. Therefore, an oligonucleotide and the 
nucleic acid molecule are different products having different uses. Further, a process for the 
preparation of a protein, a process for generating a transgenic plant cell, and the use of the starch 
are different methods that differ at least in their objectives, process steps, reagents and doses 
used, schedules used, and criteria of success. Thus, groups I-V do not relate to a single general 
inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 . 

3. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 
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4. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the currently 
named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the application. Any 
amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the 
fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(1). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Shin-Lin Chen whose telephone number is (703) 305-1678. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 9 am to 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Priebe can be reached on (703) 308-73 10. The fax phone number for this group 
is (703) 308-4242. 

Questions of formal matters can be directed to the patent analyst, Patsy Zimmerman, 
whose telephone number is (703) 305-2758. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist, whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 



Shin-Lin Chen, Ph.D. 



